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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A tie rod jam nut, comprising: 

an elongated tubular body having a first end and a second end, the body having an axial 
internal bore constructed and arranged to receive a portion of an elongated tie rod; 

a locking portion connected to the tubular body, the locking portion positioned at Che 
first end of the tubular body and having a threaded bore constructed and arranged to 
threadiugly engage an externally threaded portion of a connecting component threadingly 
engaged with the tie rod, the locking portion having aan axiallv facing f ace portion constructed 
and arranged , upon rotation of the locking portion in a first direction about the threaded portion 
of the connecting component, to engage aan opposed axiallv facing p ortion of the tie rod in a 
manner to create opposed axial forces between the locking portion and the tie rod, and in the 
externally threaded porxion of the connecting component, so as to rotational lv and axialivj ock 
the connecting component wiih respect to the tie ro d and locking portion as the locking portion 
ts^^i cd4n<i - fiFSHiiroe ^eB-ab oi>fe - tho threaded - portion of tho connecting component a nd^jupon 
rotation of the locking portion in a direction opposite the first direction about the threaded 
portion of the connecting component, to disengage the same opposed axiallv facing p ortion of 
the tic rod to release the opposed axial forces between the locking portion and the tie rod, and 
in the externally threaded portion of the connecting component, so as to rotationallv and 
axiallv unlock the connecting component with respect to the tie rod and locking rx)rtion- as-the 
lockingportion is rotat e d in a direction opposite the first direction about the threaded portion 
of the connecting compon e nt ; 

an engagement portion connected to the tubular body and spaced distally from the 
locking portion toward the second end of the tubular body, the engagement portion constructed 
and arranged to be engaged and rotated so as to remotely rotate the locking portion between the 
locked and unlocked positions. 

% (Original) The tie rod jam nut as in claim 1, wherein the engagement portion is positioned 
at the second end of the tubular body. 
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3. (Original) The tie rod jam nut as in claim 1, wherein the engagement portion is portioned 
proximal a second jam nut of the tie rod when the tie rod jam nut is assembled to the tie rod. 

4. (Original) The tie rod jam nut as in claim 1 , wherein the engagement portion is 
hexagotially shaped for engagement with a wrench. 

5. (Original) The tie rod jam nut as in claim 1, wherein the face portion of the locking portion 
lies in a plane perpendicular to an axis of the elongated tubular body. 

6. (Original) The tie rod jam nut as in claim 1 , wherein the engagement portion is spaced 
away from the locking portion of the tubular body by at least 50% of a length of the tie rod. 

7. (Original) The tie rod jam nut as in claim 6, wherein the engagement portion is spaced 
away from the locking portion of the tubular body by at least 70% of the length of the tie rod. 

8. (Original) The tie rod jam nut as in claim 7, wherein the engagement portion is spaced 
away from the locking portion of the tubular body by between 70% and 95% of the length of 
the tie rod. 

9. (Original) The tie rod jam nut as in claim 1 , wherein the tubular body, the locking portion 
and the engagement portion are assembled together as a unitary assembly. 

1 0. (Original) The tie rod jam nut as in claim 1, wherein the tubular body, the locking portion 
and the engagement portion are constructed in a unitary manner. 

1 1 . (Original) The tie rod jam nut as in claim 1 and further comprising the tie rod. 

12. (Original) The lie rod jam nut as in claim 1, and further comprising markings positioned 
on an exterior of the tie rod jam nut for comparison to a graduated scale on the tie rod. 
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1 3. (Original) The tie rod jam nut as in claim 1, and further comprising a seal for engaging 
between the second end of the tubular body and the tie rod. 

14. (Currently Amended) A tie rod assembly, comprising: 

an elongated tie rod having a first end and a second end, the first and second ends e ach 
end-having an axially extended threaded bore constructed and arranged to threadingly receive 
first and second connecting components, respectivelv a conncoting component each of the first 
and second endss nd having an axiailv facinga jam nut engaging portion; 

a first jam nut for engaging one of the jam nut engaging portions, comprising 

an elongated tubular body having a first end and a second end, the body having 

an axial internal bore constructed and arranged to receive a portion of the elongated tie rod; 

a locking portion connected to the tubular body, the locking portion positioned 

at the first end of the tubular body and having a threaded bore constructed and arranged to 

threadingly engage an externally threaded portion of one of the first and second c onnecting 

components threadingly engaged with the lie rod, the locking portion having an axiailv facinga 

face portion constructed and arranged , upon rotation of the locking porti on in a first direction 

about the threaded portion of the one of the first and second connecting components, to 

engage an opposed one of the jam nut engaging portions of the tie rod in a manne r to create 

opposed axial forces between the locking portion and the tie rod, and in the externally threaded 

portion of the one of the first and second connecting components, so as to jrotationallv and 

axiailv lock the one of the first and second connecting componentsconnccting component with 

respect to the tie rod and locking portion e tsnk o lookin g- port io n i s r o tated in a first dircciion 

ab out - th e- thr e ad e d portion of the conn e cting component and , upon rotation of the locking 

portion in a direction opposite the first direction about the threaded portion of the one of the 

first and second connecting components, to disengage the same opposed j am nut engaging 

portion of the tie rod to release the opposed axial forces between the locking portion and the tie 

rod, and in the externally threaded portion of the one of the first and second connecting 

components, so as to rotationallv and axiailv u nlock sucht he connecting component with 

respect to the tie ro d and locking portion as the locking portion - i s- FOtalod in a diroolion 

opposite th e first direction about the threaded portion of the connecting component ; 
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an engagement portion connected to the tubular body and spaced distally from 
the locking portion toward the second end of the tubular body, the engagement portion 
constructed and arranged to be engaged and rotated so as to remotely rotate the locking portion 
between the locked and unlocked positions. 

15. (Original) The tie rod assembly as in claim 14, and further comprising: 

a first connecting component for engagement with the first end threaded bore of the tie 
rod, the first jam nut engaging the first connecting component and the first end jam nut 
engaging portion; 

a second connecting component for engagement with tbe second end threaded bore of 
the tie rod; and 

a second jam nut for engaging the second connecting component and the second end 
jam nut engaging portion. 

16. (Original) The tie rod assembly as in claim 15, wherein at least one of the first and second 
connecting components is a heim joint 

17. (Original) The tie rod assembly as in claim 15, wherein at least one of the first and second 
connecting components is a tie rod end, 

18. (Original) The tie rod assembly as in claim 14, wherein the engagement portion is 
positioned at the second end of the tubular body. 

19. (Original) The tie rod assembly as in claim I5 7 wherein the engagement portion is 
positioned proximal the second jam nut. 

# 

20. (Original) The tie rod assembly as in claim 14, wherein the engagement portion is 

hexagonally shaped for engagement with a wrench. 
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21. (Original) The tie rod assembly as in claim 14, wherein the face portion of the locking 
portion lies in a plane perpendicular to an axis of the elongated tubular body. 

22. (Original) The tie rod assembly as in claim 14, wherein the engagement portion is spaced 
away from the locking portion of the tubular body by at least 50% of a length of the tie rod. 

23. (Original) The tie rod assembly as in claim 22, wherein the engagement portion is spaced 
away from the locking portion of the tubular body by at least 70% of the length of the tie rod, 

24. (Original) The tie rod assembly as in claim 23, wherein the engagement portion is spaced 
away from the locking portion of the tubular body by between 70% and 95% of the leugth of 
the tie rod. 

25. (Original) The tie rod assembly as in claim 14, wherein the tubular body, the locking 
portion and the engagement portion are assembled together as a unitary assembly. 

26. (Original) The tie rod assembly as m claim 14, wherein the tubular body, the locking 
portion and the engagement portion are constructed in a unitary manner. 

27. (Original) The tie rod assembly as in claim 14, wherein the tie rod includes a graduated 
scale on its exterior surface and the tie rod jam nut includes markings for comparison to the 
graduated scale. 

28. (Original) The tie rod assembly as in claim 14, wherein the tie rod jam nut includes a seal 
for engaging between the second end of the tubular body and the tie rod. 
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